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Glacier Point Road
2

Glacier Point, an overlook with a commanding view of Yosemite Valley, 

Half Dome, and the Yosemite’s high country, is located 30 miles (a one-

hour drive) from Yosemite Valley. The road stays open as weather permits, 

although overnight parking along it ends on Oct. 15. When snow covers the 

road and conditions permit, a system of cross-country ski tracks is maintained on 

it. From Yosemite Valley, take the Wawona Road (Highway 41), then turn left 

onto Glacier Point Road. At Glacier Point, a short, paved, and wheelchair-

accessible trail takes you to an exhilarating, some might say unnerving, view 3,214 

feet down to Yosemite Valley.  

Wawona and Mariposa Grove 
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The Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias is located 36 miles (1 ¼ hours) 

south of Yosemite Valley via the Wawona Road (Highway 41), two miles 

from the park’s South Entrance station. When weather permits, the Mariposa 

Grove of Giant Sequoias is a short drive from Wawona. Help reduce congestion 

by taking the free shuttle from the Wawona Store, available weekends from 9am 

to 6pm as weather permits. The road to the grove is closed to vehicles after the 

first big snowstorm, making it a peaceful hike or snowshoe for winter adventurers. 

See page 7 for Mariposa Grove hiking details. The nearby Pioneer Yosemite 

History Center in Wawona is a collection of historic buildings associated with 

people and events that shaped the national park idea in Yosemite. 

Crane Flat and Tuolumne Grove
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Crane Flat is located 16 miles from Yosemite Valley at the junction of the 

Big Oak Flat and Tioga Roads. A number of hikes through pleasant 

meadows are available—when snow covers the ground these turn into delightful 

ski and snowshoe tracks. To see giant sequoias, park at the Tuolumne Grove 

parking area located on the Tioga Road, and walk one steep mile down to the 

Tuolumne Grove of Giant Sequoias. Or, park at Merced Grove trailhead and walk 

two steep miles down to this small grove. These groves north of Yosemite Valley 

are smaller than the more-famous Mariposa Grove, but are quieter and off-limits 

to vehicles. Remember that the walk down is easier than the walk back up. 

Tuolumne Meadows and Tioga Road
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The Tioga Road offers a 39-mile scenic drive past forests, meadows, lakes, 

and granite domes. The road closes after the first big snowfall, and 

overnight parking ends on October 15. The road’s elevation ranges from 6,200 

to just under 10,000 feet. Tuolumne Meadows embodies the high-country of the 

Sierra Nevada. The Wild and Scenic Tuolumne River winds through broad 

sub-alpine meadows surrounded by granite domes and peaks. It is the jumping off 

place for countless hikes, whether you venture out for a day or a week. In winter, 

Tuolumne Meadows is often reached by skiers via the Snow Creek Trail from the 

Mirror Lake trailhead, a short distance east of Yosemite Valley.  

Hetch Hetchy  
Hetch Hetchy Reservoir, a source of drinking water and hydroelectric 

power for the City of San Francisco, is home to spectacular scenery and 

the starting point for many wilderness trails. The area’s low elevation makes it a 

good place to hike in autumn and winter. Hetch Hetchy Reservoir is located 40 

miles from Yosemite Valley via Highway 120 and Evergreen and Hetch Hetchy 

Roads. Hetch Hetchy Road is open limited hours: 8 am to 7 pm through Oct. 31; 

then 8 am to 5 pm through March 31. The road is accessible via the Big Oak Flat 

Road and Evergreen Road and is a 1 hour and 15 minute drive from Yosemite 

Valley. Trailers, vehicles over 25 feet long, and RVs and other vehicles over 8 feet 

wide are not allowed on the narrow, winding Hetch Hetchy Road.

Snow at Wawona’s covered bridge. Photo by Christine White Loberg

The view from Washburn Point. Photo by Ken Watson 

Tuolumne Meadows deep freeze. Photo by Wendy Malone 

Hetch Hetchy Reservoir. NPS photo by Erik Skindrud
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The Incomparable Yosemite Valley
Yosemite Valley embraces one of the world’s most outstanding concentrations of waterfalls, granite walls, meadows, 
wildflowers, and trees. The Valley also harbors a rich collection of human stories, from American Indian lore to the birth of 
the National Park movement. 

Yosemite Valley
Spectacular vistas in the heart of the park

Yosemite Valley
An unlimited array of possibilities await 
you in Yosemite Valley. Most involve 
sightseeing and learning about the  
scenery before you. See pages 5-6 for 
more information on program topics 
and visitor services available. 

The base of Lower Yosemite Fall is  
an easy walk from shuttle stop #6. (Both 
Upper and Lower Yosemite Falls will 
be dry until rain and snow return.) This 
hike features educational exhibits and 
a picnic area, and is accessible to the 
mobility impaired. Although Yosemite 
Falls dries up by the end of the summer, 
Bridalveil Fall is a year-round waterfall 
that you can visit by car on your way 
into or out of the Valley. Winds swirling 
about the cliff lift and blow the falling 
water in a delicate free-fall. 

El Capitan, a massive granite monolith, 
stands 3,593 feet from base to summit. 
From spring to fall, climbers come from 
all over the globe to scale El Capitan. 
Note: Please park on the paved road 
shoulder next to El Capitan Meadow. 
Delicate meadows are easily damaged by 
trampling, so please stay on footpaths.

Half Dome, Yosemite’s most distinctive 
monument, dominates most views in 
Yosemite Valley. Forces of uplift, erosion 
from rivers and glaciers, and rockfall all 
shaped this famous feature into what 
we see today. Cook’s Meadow, Sentinel 
Bridge, Tunnel View, Glacier Point, and 
Olmsted Point are just a few locations 
with stunning views of Half Dome. 

Happy Isles is a place to see dramatic 
natural processes at work. It is easily 
reached by shuttle at stop #16. Cross 
the footbridges onto the Isles or wander 
through outdoor exhibits detailing 
Yosemite’s geologic story.

Shuttle buses may not travel to stop #16 
when the road is snow-covered or icy. 

Winter sports get underway in 
November and December. Badger Pass 
Ski Area is tentatively scheduled to open 
on December 14. The ice rink at Curry 
Village is scheduled to open on Nov. 16, 
conditions permitting. To learn more: 
209/372-8341. 

Tunnel View, along Wawona Road 
(Hwy 41) provides a classic view of  
Yosemite Valley, including El Capitan, 
Half Dome, Sentinel Rock, Cathedral 

Rocks, and Bridalveil Fall. It is 
particularly spectacular at sunset or 
after the clearing of a storm.

Visit the Yosemite Valley Stables 
for a trail ride. Stable open as weather 
permits; closes for the season on 
November 4. 

To experience the Valley on foot,  
stop by a visitor center for a trail map 
and the most current trail conditions, or 
see page 9 for a list of popular Valley day 
hikes. 

To experience the Valley by bike, 
bring or rent a bike. Curry Village Bike 
Rental stand is open from 9:00am - 5:00 
pm closes for the season on October 
21st. Yosemite Lodge Bike Stand is open 
from 9:00 am - 5:00 pm after Nov 4 open 
10:00-4:00  closes for the season on 

November 18th, weather and conditions 
permitting Call 209/372-8319 for more 
information on bike rentals.

Weather permitting, several  
motor coach sightseeing tours are 
available in Yosemite.To experience 
the Valley with a guide, take the Valley 
Floor Tour. This 2-hour tour departs 
several times daily from Yosemite 
Lodge.  
 
The Glacier Point Tour is a four-hour 
round trip from Yosemite Valley to 
Glacier Point, which departs daily 
from Yosemite Lodge. The Glacier 
Point Tour also offers a one-way ticket 
for adventurers to hike back down to 
Yosemite Valley. 

The Grand Tour is an eight-hour 
combination of Big Trees and Glacier 
Point tours and departs daily from 
Yosemite Lodge. 

Both tours end when snow closes 
Glacier Point Road.

Call 209/372-1240 for reservations or 
inquire at tour/transportation desks at 
the Yosemite Lodge, open 7:30am to 
5pm.

Upper Yosemite Fall in Winter, NPS Photo
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Around Ice and Water

•	Stay off of frozen lakes, rivers and 
streams and away from swiftly-moving 
water. Keep children from wandering 
on or near these hazards. 

Avoid Hypothermia

Sierra winters are comparatively 
mild, but temperatures can drop into 
dangerous territory with little warning. 
Winter sports require a high degree of 
preparation and training. Be prepared to 
shelter overnight even when out just for 
the day. Know how to use your gear and 
carry basic repair materials. 

Avoid the combination of wetness, 
wind, and cold. Know symptoms of 
hypothermia. Carry emergency fire-
starting materials and food. Avoid 
dehydration; carry and drink plenty of 
water and carry emergency high-energy 
food.

Water Quality

To protect yourself from disease, treat 
any surface water before drinking. 
Treatment methods include boiling 
for five minutes, use of a Giardia-rated 
water filter, or iodine-based purifier. 
To prevent the spread of Giardia and 
other water-borne disease organisms, 
use restroom facilities where available, 
and always wash hands afterwards with 
soap and water. In natural areas where 
facilities are not available, wash, camp, 
and bury human waste (6 inches deep) 
at least 100 feet away from any water 
source or trail.

Traffic Safety

Roads leading to the park are two-lane, 
narrow, and winding. When traveling 
on park roads you can protect yourself, 
other visitors, and park wildlife by 
observing the following simple rules: 
Please obey posted speed limits. 
Yosemite’s roads are used by both 
visitors and park wildlife. Use turnouts 
to pull completely out of the road, to 
take photos, consult the park map, or 
simply enjoy the park’s scenery and 
wildlife. 

Effects of Altitude

Altitude sickness may develop in 
otherwise healthy and fit people who are 
exposed to rapid increases in altitude. It 
can develop at altitudes as low as 8,000 
feet (Yosemite Valley’s elevation is 4,000 
feet). Should altitude sickness develop, 
descend to a lower elevation. The 
Yosemite Medical Clinic in Yosemite 
Valley is experienced in diagnosing and 
treating this sickness.

Hiking, Backpacking, 
Backcountry Snow Travel, and 
Rock Climbing

	There are no scheduled winter patrols, 
so be prepared. Be honest about 
your abilities and plan with the least 
experienced member of your group 
in mind. Tell someone where you are 
going and when you are due back.

•Be prepared for icy travel before 
conditions arise. Bring crampons, ice 
axe, climbing skins, and other traction 
devices.

•	Carry and know how to use a map and 
compass.

•	Check weather forecasts. Snow can 
occur with little warning, and can make 
route finding very difficult. 

•	Avoid dehydration or heat exhaustion; 
carry and drink plenty of water, and 
bring high-energy food.

•	Be prepared to set up emergency 
shelter even when out just for the day.

•	Know how to use your gear and carry 
basic repair materials.

Wilderness Permit Details

Free wilderness permits are required 
for all overnight trips into the Yosemite 
Wilderness.Please see Wildernee Permit 
Information on pages 6 and 7 of this 
Guide for more information about 
obtaining Wilderness  Permits.

For summer trips, reservations are taken 
from 24 weeks to two days in advance 
of the start of your trip. A processing fee 
of $5 per permit plus $5 per person is 
charged to each confirmed reservation. 
Check the park’s website for trailhead 
availability and call 209/372-0740 
(starting on Jan. 5).

Information about Half Dome permits 
is available on our website at www.nps.
gov/yose.

More Information 

•www.nps.gov/yose/planyourvisit/
backpacking.htm 
•Leave No Trace www.lnt.org 
•Friends of Yosemite Search and Rescue 
www.friendofyosar.org

Keep yourself safe while exploring your park.
There are many ways to experience the wildness of Yosemite. While the forces of nature can create unexpected hazardous conditions, 
with a little common sense and some pre-planning, you can minimize the risks associated with many activities.

Protecting yourself...

HANTAVIRUS INFORMATION

Mice are an important part of the 

ecosystem, but can carry diseases 

that are harmful to humans.  

Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome 

(HPS) is a rare but serious disease 

spread in the droppings and 

saliva of infected rodents.  Not 

all rodents are infected with 

hantavirus, but infected rodents 

have been found throughout the 

US.  You can be in close proximity 

to park rodents, so it is important 

you take steps to protect yourself 

from HPS. 

Tell housekeeping staff if you see 

evidence of mice in your tent or 

cabin and do not clean up the 

area yourself.  Keep doors shut 

and do not eat or bring food into 

your cabin that is not in a sealed 

container.  Do not pitch tents near 

rodent burrows or droppings.  

HPS begins with aches, fever, and 

chills 1- 8 weeks after exposure, 

progressing to cough and difficulty 

breathing.  Seek medical attention 

immediately if you experience 

these symptoms.  

For more information, visit:

•www.cdc.gov/hantavirus 

•go.nps.gov/hanta

Autumn leaves,  NPS Photo
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A Hundred Years of John Muir
By Pete Devine

Conservationist John Muir lived in 
Yosemite Valley for a few years, when 
he was in his 30’s.   Muir grew up in 
Scotland and Wisconsin, and had 
set off traveling to study the botany 
of the Amazon, when he contracted 
malaria in the American South.  He 
sought somewhere with a modest 
climate where he could rest up and get 
healthy; he’d heard of Yosemite and the 
giant sequoias, so thought he’d come 
recuperate here for a year or so.  

He came to California by ship from 
the east coast, via train across Panama, 
landed in San Francisco and walked up 
to Yosemite.   His initial time in Yosemite 
was a couple weeks as tourist, visiting 
Yosemite Valley and Mariposa Grove, 
then he found ranch work in the lowest 
Sierra foothills for a year.  His employer 
sent him back up to Yosemite with a 
herd of sheep for his first summer in the 
park.  After a bit more ranch work he 
returned to Yosemite Valley and worked 
for hotelier James Hutchings for two 
years, running a sawmill, building more 
hotel units for Hutchings and starting to 
guide some tourists.  

He  and another Hutchings employee 
built and lived in a tiny cabin on the 
banks of Yosemite Creek, below the 
falls, near where Hutchings’ apple trees 

still grow.  Muir next built himself a 
small shack suspended from the eaves of 
Hutchings sawmill.  A trace of the ditch 
that brought Yosemite Creek water to 
turn a wheel that powered the saw blade 
can still be seen along the walkway to 
Yosemite Falls.  

Muir also worked as a winter caretaker 
for a hotel near where the Four Mile 
Trail is.  He lived in a third location, 
on Tenaya Creek where North Pines 
Campground is today.  During these 
few years in Yosemite, Muir met Ralph 
Waldo Emerson and botanist Asa Gray, 
experienced one of Yosemite’s big 
floods, engaged in a significant scientific 
argument with the state geologist, 
rode out a tremendous earthquake, 
identified the park’s first known glaciers, 
and explored miles of Yosemite’s 
backcountry.  

He was great at keeping journals, with 
numerous sketches, of his natural 
history observations, explorations and 
discoveries.   When he took park visitors 
on excursions, people were amazed 
to find such an intelligent, literate and 
passionate individual living in such an 
isolated place.  Well-off Bay Area visitors 
referred their friends to him and he built 
useful contacts in academia, publishing, 
and a slowly emerging conservation 
movement.  They urged him to write 
about his perceptions of the natural 
world, and to give public lectures about 
Sierra peaks, wildlife, flowers and 

geologic history.  His field notebooks 
were to prove very useful when he did 
end up publishing numerous articles and 
books about the beauty to be found in 
the mountains.  

Muir eventually relocated to the San 
Francisco Bay Area, exploring there and 
writing articles.  He made several trips 
to study glaciation in coastal Alaska.  
He met a young lady in the Bay Area, 
courted her and was married when he 
was 42 years old.  He and Louie had 
two daughters and the family lived at his 
father-in-law’s ranch where Muir made 
a good living growing fruit.  Their house 
in Martinez has been preserved by the 
National Park Service and you can go 
visit John Muir’s home today.

Muir’s renown grew with his popular 
writings and his influential friends.  
Eventually he helped found and lead the 
Sierra Club to protect mountain lands 
for all of us.  Muir’s work on behalf of 
wild public lands never stopped.  He 
had an influence on the protection 
of Yosemite National Park, Muir 
Woods, Mt. Rainier, Grand Canyon, 
Crater Lake, New Hampshire’s White 
Mountains, Sequoia NP, and Petrified 
Forest.  Muir got to know three US 
Presidents and took one of them, Teddy 
Roosevelt on a four-day camping trip 
in Yosemite to enjoy the outdoors 
and discuss conservation.  Muir was 
awarded 4 honorary degrees.  There 
are dozens of public places (libraries, 
schools, etc.) named for him.  The 
California Historical Society voted him 
the most important Californian.  He’s 
been on two postage stamps and his 
image was placed on the US currency on 
the 2005 California quarter.  

One of the most important things to 
know about John Muir is that you share 
some similarities with him.  Something 
called you both to come see Yosemite 
National Park.  Like Muir, you’re 
probably a little overwhelmed by the 
grand landscape.  Both of you would 
appreciate the silence of the autumn 
landscape or would enjoy watching 
the snow fall in the forests and on the 
cliffs.  You’re probably both glad that 
Americans have protected Yosemite for 
all time and that everyone is invited to 
enjoy this treasure.  

Muir would no doubt be pleased 
that you’ve come to see Yosemite for 
yourself.  

John Muir
By Lucas Lynch

To log for the timber was their horrible ploy,
to break, to take and eventually destroy

But a man stood in their path, he stood in their way, 
he would not give up, not even a day.

They fought and fought but defeat they could not, 
this man would not budge, nor would he be bought. 

Because this land of such natural splendor and beauty,
was in need of protection and he felt it his duty. 

He pleaded and pleaded and wrote many a letter,
to the people who could change things for the better. 

He brought people with vision and power to see, 
what the wonderful peaceful place could be. 

One of the men to which he pleaded, 
stood before congress and could not be defeated.

On this great country this man left his mark, 

when Yosemite became a national park. 

 Lucas Lynch is a 10th grader from Mariposa, California. The assignment in his creative writing class was to 
“write about something you care about.”




